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So This is Easter
by Rev. Robert Griffith
There are days in our lives that aren’t easy. There are moments we would rather forget. There are
times to give in, give up or move on. But not today. There are days when the darkness surrounds us
and the night appears to be endless. But not today. Today there’s a light that breaks every darkness
because Jesus is alive and here and so are we. Today you’re invited to look into a tomb that once
held the body of Jesus, but is now, by the power of God: EMPTY.
This is Easter and what I just said was so predictable, many of you could have written the script!
That’s the sort of thing you always hear on Easter Sunday in Church, isn’t it? But in reality, every day
is Easter Day. Every day brings new life and hope and promise and resurrection power, because Jesus
is alive! Jesus is alive! He was alive yesterday too! He was alive last week. He will be alive tomorrow
and the next day and the next day! In fact, Jesus conquered the grave and rose from the dead over
2,000 years ago and He has been alive and among us through His Holy Spirit every day since then.
So why all the fuss on this one day? Why do we focus on the resurrection once a year on Easter
Sunday? That’s an excellent question! I am so glad you asked. I only hope you are glad when I
answer.
It’s no secret, to those who know me, that I have never been a big fan of ‘holy days’, religious rituals,
rites and ceremonies or, for that matter, anything else they didn’t have or need in the Church which
Jesus birthed and the Apostles built so quickly. The early Church knew nothing of what so many of
us now consider is important or normal in the Church. No day or week is more or less ‘holy’ than
another and whatever is true of the gospel of Jesus Christ is equally true 365 days a year!
The Apostle Paul did not “.. preach Christ crucified” on Good Friday and “Christ is risen” on Easter
Sunday – Good Friday and Easter Sunday didn’t exist when Paul was planting Churches everywhere
he went. He preached Christ crucified, risen and coming again every day! He knew nothing of
Lectionaries and Ecclesiastical calendars when he was growing the Church at a rate of 6000% per
year – a rate which continued for over 200 years, until religion took over!
When this all began every day was lived in the shadow of the cross and the empty tomb. Every day
was Pentecost. Every day Paul preached what the Holy Spirit told him to preach, regardless of the
time of year. Easter was not an event to be celebrated once a year, it was the essence of the gospel to
be preached and lived every day!
Now fast forward 20 centuries and we see millions of people turning up to services on this one day
to hear about this incredible miracle of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. That seems to fit in a society
and culture where there are lots of things we celebrate only once a year. We only have one birthday
a year. We only have one Christmas a year. We only have one Mother’s Day and Father’s day a year.
We only have one wedding anniversary and Valentines Day a year … and we only have one Easter
every year.
But the death and resurrection of Jesus is not an anniversary celebration! How could we even think
of reducing the power and reality of the atonement of Jesus Christ to an annual festival or
celebration? It is supposed to be a life-changing, powerful reality every moment of every day!
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We run the risk of trivializing the life, death and resurrection of Jesus by promoting it as a festival or
religious ‘Holy Day’ once a year!
Now don’t get nervous folks. I’m not advocating we cancel Easter! Once a year focused on the
essence of our faith is better than not at all. I am just passionate to see that we don’t miss
encountering God personally as we blindly follow traditions which never came from God anyway.
While ever I have breath I will be pleading with those who claim to be followers of Jesus to accept
that so much of our Church practice actually hinders the spread of the gospel message. It confines it.
It contains it. It narrows its focus – rather than enlarging its reality and power and purpose so it fills
every day and every heart and every circumstance in every life!
We need to set Easter free from the prison of what we have called ‘Holy Week’. We need to release
the life-changing message of Easter from the religious celebration of Easter! We need to let the power
of the cross and the empty tomb impact the world and people’s lives every single day of the year!
Now I know that the death and resurrection of Jesus were actual events in our human timeline and
that is what has produced another annual event or celebration / commemoration we call Easter. But
did God ask us to celebrate an event or does God call us to experience the spiritual reality behind
that event? You know the answr.
In Romans 6, Colossians 2 & 3 and 2 Timothy 2, we are told that we are united with Christ in His
death and raised with Christ to new life. This is the regeneration of our spirit by God which ushers us
into the Kingdom of God, the Kingdom of heaven. That is the reality of Easter - What happened in
the eternal Kingdom of God – not what happened in time and space on the other side of the world
before we were even born.
I am praying that we develop a holy discontent for an anniversary celebration of an event where we
regurgitate the same old story year after year – a story which, for most of us, has done nothing to
change our lives, our family or our community since the last time they heard it the year before!
We need to unlock the prison which keeps the power of Easter hidden most of the year. Let’s tell
each other and the world the truth – that Jesus is truly alive and present. Instead of continually
celebrating an event which occurred on the other side of the world 2000 years ago when Jesus rose
from the dead on a date in time and space - we should be celebrating the eternal present reality of
the living Christ in our midst.
Religion wants us to just celebrate past events because religion will always rob us of the power of
God’s real presence here and now! Religion is form without substance, ritual without power,
doctrine without experience and it’s an abomination to God. We need to break free from the
constraints of religion as we welcome and celebrate the risen Christ here, in our midst.
Because we serve a RISEN, present Saviour, He’s in the world today. We know that He is living,
whatever men may say. Do we really believe those words? Is the risen Christ as present in your life
and mine as He was when He cooked breakfast for his friends on the beach that morning, after rising
from the dead? If He’s not, then hang around this Church some more, because my highest priority
and my primary reason for being here is to welcome you to the king’s banquet, show you to your
table and make sure you have a personal encounter with King of Kings and the Lord of Lords – every
single time we are together. When that happens, everything else God dreamed of for you and for this
Church and this community will follow. It’s that simple.

2

